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What’s Going On 

Over the last few months, some 
amazing things have been happening 
in the life of First Presbyterian Church. 
This includes the youth mission trip, 
which is always amazing, but we kind 
of expect it to happen every year. This 
also includes the Peach Festival, which 
is a new event that looks back to an 
old tradition at FPC, the Apple Festival. In case you didn’t 
hear, we raised over $1,300 at the Peach Festival. I think 
that’s a great outcome, especially when you consider that this 
was the first year. 
 
And then we have the unexpected amazing things that are 
happening at FPC. I’m talking about all the baptisms and the 
new faces we’re seeing in worship and Sunday school. Since 
July, we’ve observed the sacrament of baptism five times. We 
have another baptism scheduled for October and a request 
for two more baptisms in November. If the way be clear, that 
will be eight baptisms in five months! Eight baptisms! When 
was the last time this congregation celebrated that many 
baptisms in such a short span? I know I’ve never experienced 
anything like it in my ministry. It’s amazing! 
 
What’s more, the parents of a number of those children have 
expressed an interest in joining our congregation. In addition, 
there are several other new faces in worship. I plan on 
conducting an Inquirers’ Class in October. 

October 2019 
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October 1October 1October 1October 1    

Worship Meeting  7PM—CE Building 

October 4October 4October 4October 4    

Carnegie Choir 7PM—Sanctuary 

October 6October 6October 6October 6    

World Communion Sunday Service 

October  8October  8October  8October  8    

Presbyterian Women 12:30PM 

—Auditorium 

October  10October  10October  10October  10    

Chancel Choir 7PM—Sanctuary 

October 13October 13October 13October 13    

Baptism of  Emma Varga 

October 14October 14October 14October 14    

Prayer Shawl Ministry  9:30AM 

—Room A/B 

October 15October 15October 15October 15    

CWS 10AM — Auditorium 

Session Meeting 7PM — Room A/B 

October 20October 20October 20October 20    

Crop Walk 

October 21October 21October 21October 21    

Deacons’ Meeting  7PM—CE Building 

October 22October 22October 22October 22    

Historic Records  10AM—Sanctuary 

October  24October  24October  24October  24    

Chancel Choir 7PM—Sanctuary 

    

October 27October 27October 27October 27    

Reformation Sunday 

Soup & Bake Sale  

Covered Dish Luncheon 

October 28October 28October 28October 28    

Carnegie Choir 7PM—Sanctuary 

Every MondayEvery MondayEvery MondayEvery Monday    

Community Bell Choir 7PM — Sanctuary 

Every WednesdayEvery WednesdayEvery WednesdayEvery Wednesday    

Koinonia 10AM—Room A/B 

Koinonia 7PM—Room A/B    

Every ThursdayEvery ThursdayEvery ThursdayEvery Thursday    

Handbell Lessons 4PM-5PM—Room A/B 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal  7PM-8:30PM—

Sanctuary 

Every FridayEvery FridayEvery FridayEvery Friday    

Special Choir Rehearsal 7PM-9PM—

Rehearsal Room 

Every SundayEvery SundayEvery SundayEvery Sunday    

Chancel Choir 9AM—Sanctuary 

Kirk Bell Ringers 11:30AM—Rehearsal 

Room 

Chime Bells 11AM—Rehearsal Room 

For a complete calendar please go to: 

https://www.fpcfreehold.org/events-

calendar 

 

 

Mark your Calendar 
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What does all this mean? What’s going on at 
FPC? I think the Holy Spirit is moving among 
us and within us and we’re responding to the 
Spirit’s call! Don’t get me wrong. I think the 
Spirit is always moving among us. Even in 
tiny congregations, the Spirit is moving, but 
the people don’t always respond to the call. 
But here at FPC, I believe we’re responding. 
That’s what’s going on. 

 

When you read the title of my letter, I hope it 
got you singing; that is, I hope you heard 
Marvin Gaye’s masterpiece, “What’s Going 
On” in your heads. It’s a classic. It’s a 
timeless song and it’s a reminder to us. If we 
want to stay attuned to the movement of the 
Holy Spirit; if we want to bring more people 
into our fold, we need to engage with all the 
new people we meet in worship. We have to 
get to know these new people and build 
relationships with them. We have to cultivate 
the bonds of love, so that they make FPC 
their church home. This is how we grow in 
love, in faithfulness, and in numbers. It all 
starts by asking a simple question: “What’s 
going on?” 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Alan 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Soup & Bake Sale 

AND 

Luncheon —  A Pot Luck Event! 

 

Sunday, October 27st.   
 

Immediately following worship ALL ARE 
invited to bring their favorite pot luck items 

to the auditorium for a luncheon.   

 

 

Bakers and soup makers are needed 
and if you are able to donate either 
please contact Marie Schlechtweg at 

732-833-9076. 

The PW ladies will 
also be hosting 

their Soup & Bake 
sale.  
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Email: alandolson@gmail.com 

Nursery Needs You: 

The nursery ministry is looking for a few 
more volunteers to help monitor the 
nursery on Sundays. We have a group of 5 
very dedicated volunteers but we could 
use a few more to add to the rotation.  

If you are willing to help periodically, 
please contact Mary Jo Welsch 

at maryjowelsch602@gmail.com, or 
text/call 724-992-1146.  

Thank you!  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I want to thank you all for the beautiful send off and reception.  Thirteen years ago, when 
we came back to FPC, you all welcomed us with open arms.  It was like I hadn't been 
gone for nine years.  Many of you had an important role in my faith journey as a child and 
youth.  And then you played and important role in nurturing Alannah’s faith.  You all have 
been there for me more than you will ever know throughout the past 13 years. You were 
my strength and positive voice thorough the ending of my marriage and divorce.  Your 
love, hugs and shoulders to cry on were what go me through that difficult time.  You 
rejoiced with me when I met and married Sam.  You are my family when I have no family 
local.  We have laughed together, cried together and most importantly praised God 
together.  I will be forever grateful for my FPC family and all that you have done for 
Alannah and me!  My love for you all is greater than words can express!  Thank  you for 
loving me and always being my “safe” place.  So it is a see you later, never a goodbye!!  I 
love you so much and will all continue to be in 
my prayers!   

 

Thank you also for the beautiful prayer shawl! 
Knowing that Eleanor’s hands and prayers 
created it makes it all the more special! 

 

Blessings and love, 

Jessica 
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As you know, our Peach Festival last month raised 
nearly $1,500 to put toward our church's general 
expenses. Hopefully the energy generated by a 
church wide effort such as this will be contagious 
and lead us toward other community outreach 
events in the future. 

There are so many of you to thank...you know who 
you are. Bakers and grillers, kitchen help and 
servers, vintage goods and music sellers, setting 
and cleaning uppers, and everyone who came out 
to eat and buy.  Still a few special thanks need to 
be said to our committee chairs. 

Sam Daesener- Hospitality, Bob Disogra- 
Publicity/advertising, Linda Schmidt- Bake sale, 
Susan Croft, Vintage sale, Beth Sulzberg- Ticket 
sales. Special thanks to the Lloyd family for helping 

us locate items we needed for the sale and finding a place to relocate things afterwards, 
and to the Rudderow family for making the grilling possible and seamless. Pastor Alan for 
all your enthusiasm and support, and Christie for creating a beautiful advertisement 
poster. 

 We couldn't have done this without all the love and support and so thank you for a job 
well done and we wish you many blessings. 

Kristin, Ava and Diane Canto and the Canto Family 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Next meeting  October 14 9:30-11am  Room A/B (behind the Sanctuary)    

NEWS ITEM: We recently received a beautiful donation of 5 prayer shawls from a lady 
named  Margaret who crochets in Upstate New York. She has a good heart, and makes 
shawls as she prays – just as we do. Sometimes, when we think we’re giving, we’re 
actually receiving!  The Lord works in mysterious ways… and we are very grateful for all 
the shawls made by hand, by Margaret and several other women here in our church so 
that we can give them with love and prayer to people going through a rough time.   

Next meeting of our Knitters & Crocheters will be on October 14 at 9:30am in Room 

A/B. Beginners are very welcome. Call the above number if 

you’d like to learn; we can always find a time to suit your 

schedule. 

Please call us   if you know of someone who could connect 

with the Lord through a Prayer Shawl. (732) 462-0234 or (732) 
863-7395.  

 

OPEN DOOR FOOD PANTRY 

 “You feed them”   Mark 7 v37“You feed them”   Mark 7 v37“You feed them”   Mark 7 v37“You feed them”   Mark 7 v37    

There are local people (families and single folk) in need of help so they can feed their 
children & pay their basic bills.  We can feed some of them; so let’s do it!     

Our requested items for October are PASTA & SPAGHETTI SAUCE.    

Will you help? 

Donations may be left in the Open Door bin in the Sanctuary or near the kitchen in 
Christian Education Building.   

““““I am the Vine. You are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, is the one I am the Vine. You are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, is the one I am the Vine. You are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, is the one I am the Vine. You are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, is the one 
that bears much fruit, for apart from Me, you can do nothing.” John 15 v5that bears much fruit, for apart from Me, you can do nothing.” John 15 v5that bears much fruit, for apart from Me, you can do nothing.” John 15 v5that bears much fruit, for apart from Me, you can do nothing.” John 15 v5    
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“Peace at all times in all ways” 2 Thessal. 3.16 

 

A PC(USA)  Special Offering for Peacemaking and Reconciliation will be received on 
Oct 6, World Communion Sunday. This will be a second collection, in baskets, using 
envelopes in the bulletins that morning.   

On Sept 21, the UN sponsored International Day of Peace, we received Prayer Cards 
reminding us to pray for and to usher in a Season of Peace.  

With this Peace & Global Witness offering, we’ll now join with our denomination in realizing 
more fully where peace has been eroded and ways in which we might cause the pendulum 
to swing to the rhythm of God’s peace.  

Our church has not received this offering in a very long time. But when we look at our world 
today, we can’t wait any longer to focus on PEACE, and take action.  

The opposite of Peace is War. It’s also Violence. And lack of harmony, respect and kindness. 
We see and feel and grieve these opposites of peace in our global climate changes, in 
hatred between countries, in lack of justice globally and locally, in violence to children, 
women, and  peacekeepers, in disharmony in families, and in people of all ages, rich and 
poor, all ethnicities, all educational levels and all religions or no religion..  

There’s no one big Fixit Program. We know that. But if we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 

This offering has provision for 25% of the funds collected to be used by our own 
congregation to support peacemaking and reconciliation in our own community!  So here’s 
where your voice can be heard. Let me know how our 25% of funds can be used in our 
local communities to support the cause of Peace so that people can be reconciled with each 
other or with a situation.  

Pray. Donate. Talk to Sandra. Or send an email to the church with your ideas, 
so we can all fully participate in this huge movement to swing back to God’s Peace.  

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS   
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“My Peace I give you”  John 14.27     

We thank God that parents of young kids crave the time to sit quietly in worship, nurturing 
their souls for one hour on a Sunday Morning.  Can you give them the gift of one hour to 
care for their little ones in the Nursery, once a month or as a sub?  

If so, please call Mary Jo at (724) 992-1146    She’ll be delighted!  

THE ONE HOUR GIFT 
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