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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 18, 2020 

10:00AM 

Welcome 

 

Hymn #701 Sanctuary 

 

Call to Worship  

Leader: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Shout for joy to the Lord, 

all the earth. 

People: Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with 

joyful songs. 

Leader: Know that the Lord is God.  It is he who made us and we are his; 

People: we are his people, the sheep of his pasture 

Leader: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 

give thanks to him and praise his name. 

People: For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his 

faithfulness continues through all generations. 
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Prayer of Confession  

Leader: Merciful God, for the things we have done that we regret, 

People: forgive us; 

Leader: for the things we have failed to do that we regret, 

People: forgive us; 

Leader: for all the times we have acted without love, 

People: forgive us; 

Leader: for all the times we have reacted without thought, 

People: forgive us; 

Leader: for all the times we have withdrawn care, 

People: forgive us; 

Leader: for all the times we have failed to forgive, 

People: forgive us; 

Leader: For hurtful words said and helpful words unsaid, for unfinished 

tasks and unfulfilled hopes, 

People: God of all time, forgive us and help usto lay down our 

burden of regret. Amen. 

 

 (Please take a moment for silent confession.) 
 

Assurance of Pardon  

To all who turn from sin in sorrow, to all who turn to God in hope, this is God’s 

Word of grace: We are accepted, we are forgiven, we are loved. This gift we 

have from God. Thanks be to God. 

 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

Lord God, help us to know your ways; teach us your paths.  Lead us in your 

truth, and teach us, for you are the God of our salvation; for you we wait all 

day long.  Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Exodus 33:12-23 
12 

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but 

you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I 

know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ 
13 

Now if I have 

found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find 

favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 
14 

He said, “My 

presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
15 

And he said to him, “If your 



3 

 

presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 
16 

For how shall it be known 

that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In 

this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of 

the earth.” 
17 

The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you 

have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 
18 

Moses said, “Show me 

your glory, I pray.” 
19 

And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, 

and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom 

I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 
20 

But,” he 

said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” 
21 

And 

the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the 

rock; 
22 

and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will 

cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 
23 

then I will take away my hand, 

and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 

 

Matthew 22:15-22 
15

 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 
16

 So they 

sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 

that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 

deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 
17

 Tell us, then, 

what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
18

 But Jesus, 

aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
19

 

Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
20

 Then he 

said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 
21

 They answered, “The 

emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that 

are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 
22

 When they heard this, 

they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 

Sermon  “Bargaining with God”  Rev. Alan Olson 

 

Hymn #482 Baptized in Water 

Responding to the Word 

 

Baptism of Adelyn Claire Plahutnik 
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PRESENTATION 

Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 

I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18–20) 
 
Hear also these words from Holy Scripture: There is one body and one Spirit, 

just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

(Ephesians 4:4–6) 
 
Obeying the word of our Lord Jesus, and confident of his promises, we baptize 

those whom God has called. In baptism God claims us, and seals us to show 

that we belong to God. God frees us from sin and death, uniting us with Jesus 

Christ in his death and resurrection. 
 
By water and the Holy Spirit, we are made members of the church, the body of 

Christ, and joined to Christ’s ministry of love, peace, and justice. Let us 

remember with joy our own baptism, as we celebrate this sacrament. 

 

An elder presents the candidate for baptism, using the appropriate forms: On 

behalf of the session, I present Adelyn Claire, daughter of Joseph and Amelie 

Plahutnik to receive the sacrament of Baptism. 

 

Joseph and Amelie (present Adelyn Claire) 

 

Pastor Alan: Joseph and Amelie, putting your whole trust in the grace and love 

of Jesus Christ, do you desire Adelyn to be baptized? 

Joseph and Amelie: I do. 

Pastor Alan: Will you be responsible for nurturing Adelyn in the faith and life 

of the Christian community? 

Joseph and Amelie: I will, with God’s help. 

 

Pastor Alan (to congregation): 

Our Lord Jesus Christ ordered us to teach those who are baptized “to obey all 

that I have commanded you.” Do you, the people of the church, promise to tell 

this child the good news of the Gospel and to help her know all that Christ 

commands, and by our love and fellowship, to strengthen her family ties with 

the household of God? 
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All respond: We do. 
 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BELIEF 

Pastor Alan: With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 

Do you believe in God, the Father?  

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  

Pastor Alan: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

All : I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father. He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 

Pastor Alan: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.  

Pastor Alan: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor Alan: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor Alan: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe, ruler 

of heaven and earth. You are the source of light and life for all 

creation. In your goodness you give us the sign of water. 

All: Glory to you forever and ever. 

 

We give you thanks, Eternal God, for you nourish and sustain all living things 

by the gift of water. In the beginning of time, your Spirit moved over the 

watery chaos, calling forth order and life. In the time of Noah, you destroyed 

evil by the waters of the flood, giving righteousness a new beginning. You led 

Israel out of slavery, through the waters of the sea, into the freedom of the 

promised land. In the waters of Jordan Jesus was baptized by John and 

anointed with your Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection, 

Christ set us free from sin and death, and opened the way to eternal life. We 

thank you, O God, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in 

his death. From it we are raised to share in his resurrection. Through it we are 
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reborn by the power of the Holy Spirit. Send your Spirit to move over this 

water that it may be a fountain of deliverance and rebirth. Wash away the sin 

of all who are cleansed by it. Raise them to new life, and graft them to the body 

of Christ. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon them, that they may have power to 

do your will, and continue forever in the risen life of Christ. To you, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, be all praise, honor, and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE BAPTISM 

Adelyn Claire, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

All: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church; for we 

are all one in Christ. We promise to share the good news of the gospel with 

you, and to help you know and follow Christ. 
 

Offering 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give our thanks through our talents, our time, and our treasure. 

Thanks be to God; whose love creates us! 

Thanks be to God; whose mercy redeems us! 

Thanks be to God; whose grace leads us into the future! Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

 

 


