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The Presbyterian 
Worship Plans 
The Session, in consultation with the Worship Commission, has decided to hold worship in 
the sanctuary on alternating Sundays—for the most part. The Session felt that this was the 
safest and most sustainable way to continue in-person worship. We will worship together in 
the sanctuary on the following Sundays: 

 
November 15 
November 22 
December 6 
December 20 

 

COVID-19 cases are rising in Monmouth County. As of Thursday, November 5, there are 
almost 1,500 cases in Freehold Borough and Township combined, over 1,100 in Howell, and 
many more in the surrounding communities. 

 

By reducing the number of in-person worship services, we believe that we will reduce the 
risk of spreading the coronavirus. One of the great challenges that we all face is the long 
incubation period for this virus. It can take as much as two weeks from the time a person is 
exposed to the coronavirus, to the time that individual tests 
positive for COVID-19. Studies have shown that asymptomatic 
individuals can still transmit the virus. That’s what makes worship 
so risky. 

Let me give you a hypothetical situation. Suppose we gather for 
worship on November 8th—we’re not, but this is a hypothetical 
situation. And let’s suppose that absolutely no one at that worship 
service had the virus, so there is no potential to transmit the virus. 
That’s great—so far. 

November 2020 
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Now let’s suppose that just one member of the congregation got exposed to the virus at 
work the following Monday, November 9th. There’s a decent chance that individual wouldn’t 
show symptoms of COVID-19 by the following Sunday. Now, if there’s a two-week gap 
between worship services, it’s more likely that individual would show signs of the virus and 
stay home from church. 

 

This plan mitigates the risk of an asymptomatic carrier attending worship—that is, someone 
who was recently infected, and is carrying the virus, but has not yet developed symptoms. 
Of course, this doesn’t eliminate our risk, it only reduces it a little. The best strategy is still 
wearing masks, washing and sanitizing our hands, and maintaining safe social distances. 

 

You might wonder why we’re planning back-to-back worship services on November 15 and 
22. The answer is simple: Thanksgiving! 

 

If we stuck to an alternating schedule, we’d be in the sanctuary on November 15 and 29. 
But we know that lots of students will be returning home from college for Thanksgiving. 
And there will probably be some big family gatherings at Thanksgiving—even in families 
where there are no students returning home from college. It seemed to me, and to the 
Session, that holding worship in the sanctuary on November 29 was entirely too risky. 

 

It’s important to remember that this is an evolving situation. The Session and I continue to 
watch the case counts here in Monmouth County. If it becomes unsafe to worship in 
person, we will revisit these plans. 

 

You may have noticed that Christmas Eve is not on the list above. We have decided that our 

Christmas Eve service will be online this year. This has always been a very well-attended 

service—last year we had about 170 in worship. State guidelines limit us to 100 in worship. 

On most Sundays, that’s not a problem, but it could be on Christmas Eve. How do we tell 

person #101, “I’m sorry, but you can’t worship with us on Christmas Eve?” I don’t know 

about you, but I’d feel awful if I had to turn someone away. 

 

What’s more, the Christmas Eve service is all about music! It’s about singing Christmas 

hymns. It’s about “Joy to the World!” It’s about “Silent Night.” But it’s not safe to sing 

together in the sanctuary. So, we have to accept that this isn’t the year for a traditional 

Christmas Eve service. 
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Finally, the Session will decide on a worship schedule for January and February in the 

coming weeks. We will worship online on December 27th and I think it’s safe to assume 

that we’ll be online for January 3rd next year. Those are always Sundays with low 

attendance and they follow Christmas and New Years Eve, which usually have large 

gatherings of people. Just as we’re not worshiping in person after Thanksgiving, we’re not 

going to worship in person on the last Sunday of this year and the first Sunday of next 

year. 

Grace & Peace,  

 

 

 

Pastor Alan 

Advent Decoration: November 22 
We need volunteers! 

Christmas is going to be very different this year, but that doesn’t mean we’re not 
decorating for the season of Advent! 

 

We’re going to decorate as safely as we can. Some things will remain absolutely the same. 
We will have an Advent wreath. We will decorate the sanctuary with greens. We will have 
a Christmas tree—but not the enormous tree that we usually have. It’s a great tree and 
we still have it, but it requires a lot of people, working in close proximity (not socially 
distant), to put it together. That’s also true, to a lesser extent, of the creche. So, some 
things will be different. 

 

Either way, we still need volunteers to put everything up. We’re going to meet after 
worship on November 22nd to decorate the sanctuary. As always, the more people who 
volunteer, the quicker the process. Masks are required and we will work to maintain safe 
distances among the volunteers. 

 

If you’re able to help out, please speak to any member of the Worship Commission. 

Thanks! 
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Handbell Rehearsals 

Thursdays from 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

Nov 5  Nov 12 Nov 19 Dec 3  Dec 10 Dec 17 

We will rehearse in the sanctuary.  Bells will already be set out.  Ringers must wear maskd 

and gloves.  Each ringer will be responsible to put away their own bells.  There will be no 

bell sharing.  

We are limited with time, therefore rehearsals must start and end promptly. 

 

 

 

Choir Rehearsals  

Thursday from 7:15 pm to 7:45 pm 

Nov 12 Nov 19 Dec 3  Dec 10 Dec 17 

We will rehearse in the sanctuary.  Choir members will be assigned places throughout the 

sanctuary. All will face the pulpit area.  You will receive the music ahead of time, so that we 

may begin promptly and record hymns and anthems.  

Additional special rehearsals for small groups will be arranged by appointment.  

Please let me know which rehearsals you will be attending. It is very important for me to 

maintain an accurate count as I intend to limit the number of ringers and singers.  

I look forward to seeing you all 

Many blessings, 

John Cavicchio 


