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FPC Update 
Get Back 

For many weeks now, folks have been asking me, “Pastor, when are we going to get back 

into the sanctuary for worship?” We now have an answer to that question, The Session met 

last week to authorize our return to worship in the sanctuary on October 18th. 

While this may seem like an easy decision, it was not. The members of the Property and 

Worship Commissions did a lot of difficult work in crafting a plan for our return to worship. 

They really did an outstanding job, which made it possible for the Session to approve their 

plan for return. 

Nothing is more important than the health and safety of this congregation. This has always 

been my main concern and I believe this has been the Session’s main concern, too. Make 

no mistake, this is a risky decision. It appears that it is possible to contract COVID-19, and 

then spread the virus before the onset of symptoms. This means that worship will be very 

different for a while. After we return to the sanctuary, we cannot go back to “normal” until 

there is a safe and effective vaccine. 

What’s going to change? 

First and foremost, there will be no congregational singing. It pains me to say this, but it’s 

necessary. Studies have shown that COVID-19 is transmitted via 

aerosols—droplets of moisture with little particles of the virus 

attached. COVID-19 may be transmitted in other ways, but aerosol 

transmission seems to be the most effective mode of transmission. 

It seems that singing is the most efficient and effective way to 

transmit aerosols among people. So, the congregation will not sing 

hymns for the foreseeable future. 
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This also means that everyone must remain in their pews during the Passing of the Peace. 

You can stand up, you can wave hello, and even say, “the peace of Christ be with you,” but 

please say it quietly, from the place where you are sitting or standing. And when the service 

is over, everyone will have to practice social distancing as they exit the sanctuary. Please 

stay at least six feet apart and please do not stop and talk to one another inside the 

building. Conversations are fine outside. 

Of course, you will also need to maintain a safe social distance when you enter the 

sanctuary. We will only open the ramp doors—the ramp door to the narthex and the ramp 

door to the hallway behind the sanctuary. We will take the temperature of everyone who 

enters by those doors. If you are running a temperature over 100.5°, we will ask you to 

stay home. We will also record the names of anyone who attends worship, in case there is 

an outbreak of the coronavirus and we need to share the information with contact tracers. 

This means that everyone will need to arrive at church a lot earlier than usual. It will take 

time to check temperatures as people enter the building. Please plan on arriving at church 

15-30 minutes earlier than usual. Once you have had your temperature checked, please go 

straight to your pew. Families are permitted to sit together, but please allow at least six feet 

of space between you and anyone who doesn’t live with you. Also, the church will provide 

hand sanitizer at each entrance and at the restrooms. Please use the hand sanitizer. 

I hope you’re still reading this. It’s a lot of information, and this isn’t the whole policy. I 

hope we haven’t overwhelmed you. We will communicate this information on the church’s 

website and Facebook page. Please feel free to email me, or any Session member, or call 

the church office for more information. I look forward to seeing you back in the sanctuary! 

Be safe! 

 

Grace & Peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Alan 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

I will be on study leave from October 25th through October 30th. We will have online 

worship on the 25th and we will worship in-person in the sanctuary from November 1st, 

going forward. The following table shows when and where we will hold worship services. 

 

Date Time Location 

October 11  10:00 AM Online 

October 18  10:00 AM FPC sanctuary (we will celebrate the sacrament of baptism) 

October 25  10:00 AM Online (Pastor Alan on study leave) 

November 1 10:00 AM FPC sanctuary (we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper) 

November 8 10:00 AM FPC sanctuary 

November 15 10:00 AM FPC sanctuary 

November 22 10:00 AM FPC sanctuary 

November 29 10:00 AM FPC sanctuary 

December 6 10:00 AM FPC sanctuary (we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper) 

December 13 10:00 AM FPC sanctuary 

December 20 10:00 AM FPC sanctuary 

December 27 10:00 AM Online 

 

Typically, on the Sunday after Christmas, we worship in the auditorium. We have a service 

of lessons and carols, and we also share a meal. The Worship Commission felt it was not 

a good idea to have this sort of service this year. We will have a service of lessons and 

carols—online, so that we can all sing at home. We want everyone to have a safe and 

healthy Christmas and New Year, without any microbial or viral visitors. And we pray for a 

safe return to worship and congregational singing sometime in 2021. 

 

Pastor Alan 
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Volunteers Needed! 

I have some wonderful news: First Presbyterian Church is going to continue to offer 

online worship services—even after we return to the sanctuary. This is great news for a 

lot of reasons. First, our online services have been a huge success! We believe that we’re 

reaching more people on Sunday mornings (and at other times) than we did before the 

pandemic. Our online services allow us to connect with many of our members who have 

limited mobility and could not attend worship in the sanctuary, even before the pandemic. 

What’s more, we’re reaching people outside of New Jersey and around the world. This is 

evangelism in the 21st century, and this is how we stay connected with a number of our 

homebound members. 

But with this new opportunity, there is also a challenge. The equipment we have is not up 

to this challenge—the church doesn’t have audio and video equipment that can capture 

both the words and the music that we hear on a Sunday morning. Also, it’s too much 

work to produce a pre-recorded service and a live, in-person worship service in the same 

week. 

And now, I have some MORE wonderful news: one of our members has offered a 

generous donation to cover the costs of purchasing the equipment that we need to 

capture a good, live stream of our worship on a Sunday morning! This includes a new 

video camera, several microphones, a new laptop for the sanctuary, and some other 

hardware to mix the audio and the video, as well as a streaming service to put everything 

together and put it online. 

Isn’t that fantastic? I am so excited about this! 

BUT! (There’s always a but, isn’t there?) This raises another challenge. 

We NEED volunteers to operate the equipment on Sunday mornings. I think we’ll need to 

have about 6-8 people trained to use the equipment. To put it another way, if we don’t 

have the volunteers, the new equipment doesn’t do us any good. We need your help with 

this. 

Please consider joining our production team and learning how to operate the new 

equipment. If you’re interested, please reach out to the Worship Commission, to me, or 

to the church office. Once we hear from enough of you, we’ll order the equipment and 

set a date for training. 

Thanks! 

Pastor Alan 


