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After Anxiety 

Without a doubt, Sunday, October 

24th was one of the best days in the 

life of this congregation. Certainly, it 

was one of the best days I’ve 

experienced as your pastor. We had 

over 85 people in worship that 

morning. Perhaps some of it was 

because of the young musicians we 

had with us that day. It was 

wonderful to have those visitors and 

we were treated to some excellent 

music that day. 

Mostly, though, it was regular 

members who were there on the 

24th, people you can expect to see 

most any Sunday. And if you were 

there, it was probably because we 

were burning the mortgage after 

worship. What a glorious celebration 

that was! 

If you missed worship and the 

mortgage burning party, there’s 

video of both online. Please check 

out the videos. Also, if you feel guilty 

because you couldn’t be in church 

that day, please let go of that guilt. 

That Sunday was about joy and 

celebration; it marked the end of our 

financial bondage. There was no 

room for guilt or fear or anxiety on 

that day. Please check out the 

videos and bask in the joy of that 

day—whether you were there or not! 

Now we start a new era in the life of 

this congregation. I hope that it’s an 

era that is NOT marked by anxiety 

around our finances. That’s my 

hope, but I also know that anxiety 

often lingers, long after the initial 

source of anxiety is gone. 

Letting go of anxiety is easier said 

than done. 

You all worried a lot over the 

church’s finances, and with good 

reason. 

You all got used to worrying. 

It felt hopeless. 

To use a biblical metaphor, we have 

crossed into the Land of Canaan, 

but it may still feel like we’re 

wandering in the wilderness of the 

Sinai. It may still feel like we don’t 

have enough resources to deal with 

the challenges ahead of us—

because we’re so used to dealing 

with more stress than we can 

handle. And we have to be honest: 

we still face some serious challenges 

in the wake of the pandemic. Some 

people still feel uncomfortable 

about coming to worship. It’s going 

to be a while before that situation 

changes. 

So, let’s take a few minutes to catch 

our breath. 
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And while we’re catching our 

breath, let’s take stock of where we 

are: 

• We have paid off our 

mortgage; we are no longer 

paying $6,600 per month. That’s 

HUGE! 

• Our monthly rentals bring in 

$9,100 per month. That’s also 

HUGE! 

• We need to replace the boiler 

AND we have enough money 

in our endowments to cover 

the work. Again, that’s huge. 

When I came here, I didn’t realize 

how much anxiety you folks had. I 

didn’t realize the struggles and 

turmoil that had characterized this 

congregation for so many years. But 

we are moving into a new phase in 

the life of this church, a new place, 

where we can meet all of our 

financial obligations. And at the 

same time, we can save money for 

future needs. 

There is still much work to be done, 

but for a little while, let’s just be. 

And take stock. 

And breathe. 

Grace & Peace, 

 

Pastor Alan 

MORTGAGE BURNING PHOTOS! 

 



 

 

4 
November 2021  |  The Presbyterian 

THE PRESBYTERIAN 

 

AND THE CELEBRATION! 

 

NOTES FROM SESSION 

Pastor Alan reported that there will 

be a community tour of churches in 

Freehold Borough on Sunday, 

December 19, 2021 beginning at 

4:30PM.  Tammy, Julie and Sandra 

have volunteered to prepare FPC for 

this event and John has agreed to 

play during the tour of our sanctuary. 

With the resignation of Beth Sulzberg, 

we are still in need of a Chair of the 

Finance Committee.  Meantime, 

Rick Baptista is serving as acting 

chair but with no vote in Session 

since he is not a member of FPC. 

The Clerk of Session reported that 

membership remains at 152 and the 

communion count for October 10 

was 40.   

The Finance Commission: THE 

MORTGAGE IS PAID OFF!!!   

Mission and Outreach reported that 

the collection of useful items for the 

Afghan children at Fort Dix was 

successfully completed.  

Mission and Outreach collected 

$626 to aid the victims of Hurricane 

IDA. 

UPCOMING – a Thanksgiving Food 

Collection, Christmas gifting of gift 

cards, and the collection of supplies 

for the homeless. 
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Property Commission reported that 

the boiler replacement has been 

authorized with replacement 

anticipate in Spring 2022. 

It is being researched on if there is a 

grant to purchase AED monitors.   

Graveling the driveway is moving 

forward.   

Upcoming work includes reviewing 

and updating “Opener/Closer” 

responsibilities.  

Rentals are expected to produce 

$9,140 for the next few months. 

The Worship Commission announced 

that Advent decorating would be on 

November 21, 2021. 

The choir will be performing carols at 

the American Hotel in downtown 

Freehold on December 9 or 16th. 

The Christian Education Commission 

reported that Sunday school hosts 4 

K-5 children and there are 6-7 in the 

older group. 

FROM THE DEACONS 

If you have a child/grandchild in 

college the deacons would 

appreciate it if you could let them 

know who, where and the address 

so they may send a card and small 

gift as a reminder that they are 

loved and blessed. Call the church 

office or contact Robin Fox (or any 

deacon really). 
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